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IX (Previously Amended) A method for establishing a signaling connection with a terminal 
(102M03, 104) in a central unit (101) of a communications system, said terminal and central unit 
comprising a network interface (107, 108, 109) and signaling unit (105, 106, 1 10) characterized 
in that it Comprises steps in which 

- ^communication between the central unit's netwo rk interface (107, 108) and the 
terminal's network interface (109), information is created about the signaling protocol supported 
by the terminal\and 

- signaling is started using a signaling unit (105, 106) in the central unit that supports the 
same signaling protocol as the terminal, 

wherein: \ ^ 

- a message (20d) is sent from the central unit's network interface (107) to the terminal, 
indicating the signaling protocols supported by the central unit, 

- in response to an\nswer message (202) sent by the terminal indicating the terminal's 
selection for signaling protocol, a connection is-established (203, 204) between the central unit's 
network interface (107) and theyeentral unit's signaling unit (105) that supports the signaling 
protocol chosen by the terminal, atad 

- a point-to-point signaling connection (205) is established between the central unit and 
the terminal using the signaling protocol selected by the terminal. 



2. CANCELLED 

3. ^Previously Amended) The method of claim 1, characterized in that said message (203) 
contains a\pde for signaling protocol support and an associated value which is a binary number 
and in whichNeach bit represents a particular signaling protocol. 

4. (Previousl\ Amended) The method of claim 3, characterized in that in response to a 

situation in which th\ central unit's capability of supporting various signaling protocols changes, 
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a change message is sent to the terminal indicating the signaling protocols supported by the 
central unit after the change. 

5. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1, characterized in that therein 

- bA means of communication according to the MAC protocol layer between the central 
unit's network interface (107, 108) and the terminal's network interface (109), information is 
created aboiAthe signaling protocol supported by the terminal, and 

- signaling is started using a signaling unit (105, 106) in the central unit that supports the 
same CC protocol layer signaling protocol as the terminal. 

6. (Previously Amended) A method for establishing a signaling connection with a central 
unit (101) in a terminal (102, 103, 104) of a communications system, said terminal and central 
unit comprising a network interface (107, 108, 109) and signaling unit (105, 106, 1 10) 
characterized in that\t comprises steps in which 

- in response to a message (201) sent by the central unit's network interface (107) indicating the 
signaling protocols supported by the central unit, an answer message (202) is sent from the 
terminal's interface (1 09)\indicating 

- the signaling protocol selected by the terminal when the terminal supports a signaling 
protocol mentioned in said message, or 

- the capability of theVerminal of supporting a protocol indicated in the message when the 
terminal does not support ai:y Vie of the signaling protocols mentioned in said message, and 

- a connection is established (206, 207) between the terminal's network interface (109) 
and the terminal's signaling unit ( M0). 

7. (Currently Amended) A methoXfor establishing a signaling connection with a central 
unit (101) in a terminal (102, 103. 104) oXa communications system, said terminal and central 
unit comprising a network interface (107, 188, 109) and signaling unit (105. 106, 110) 
characterized in that it comprises steps in wmch 
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-"ha response to a message (201) sent by the central unit's network interface (107) 
indicating tnKsignaling protocols supported by the central unit, an answer message (202) is sent 
from the terminal's interface (109) indicating 

- the signaling protocol selected by the terminal when the terminal s upports a signaling 
protocol mentioned na said message, or 

- the capabilitvW th 3 terminal of supporting a protocol indicated in the message when the 
terminal does not support any one of the signaling protocols mentioned in said message, and 

- a connection is established (206. 207) between the terminal's network interface (109) 
and the terminal's signalingNinit (1 10). 

J The method of claim K the method being further characterized in that in response to a 

situation in which a change me\sage sent by the central unit indicating the signaling protocols 
supported by the central unit aftqr a change causes a conflict, a message is sent to the central unit 
including a code for signaling prorocol support and an associated value which is a binary number 
and in which each bit represents a particular signaling protocol and in which the bits that 
represent protocols that cause a confli\t are set. 

8, (Previously Amended) A central iW (101) in a communications system, comprising a 
signaling unit (105, 106) and a network interface (107, 108) characterized in that it is equipped 
so as to use in a signaling connection with a tVminal of the communications system at least one 
signaling protocol, to which end it comprises m\ans for indicating to the terminal the signaling 
protocols supported by the central unit, means for\eceiving from the terminal an indication 
about the capability of the terminal of supporting a particular one of the signaling protocols the 
central unit indicated to the terminal, and means for seWig up a signaling connection via the 
central unit's network interface, using a selected signalingtorotocol between the central unit and 
the terminal. \ 

9. (Original) A terminal (102, 103, 104) in a communication^ystem, comprising a 
signaling unit (110) and a network interface (109), characterized in\hat it is equipped so as to 
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use\in a signaling connection with a central unit of a communications system at least one 
signaling protocol, to which end it comprises means for 

- indicatingsto the central unit, in response to a message sent by the central unit, the capability of 
the terminal of supporting a particular signaling protocol, and 

- establishing v*a network interface in the terminal a signaling connection between a signaling 
unit in the tenninaJ and the central unit, using a signaling protocol supported by the terminal. 

10. (Original) A rommunications system (100) comprising a central unit (101) and terminals 
(102, 103, 104), characterized in that it is equipped so as to set up and maintain a signaling 
connection between the oeirral unit and at least on terminal, using one signaling protocol, to 
which end it comprises \ 

- in the central unit, means fat indicating to the terminal the signaling protocols supported by the 
central unit and means for settirVg up via the central unit's network interface a signaling 
connection using a selected signaling protocol between the central unit's signaling unit and the 
terminal, and \ 

- in the terminal, means for \ 

- indicating to the central unit tnfe capability of the terminal of supporting a particular 
signaling protocol in response to a message sent by the central unit, and 

- setting up via a nehvork interface i\the terminal a signaling connection between a 
signaling unit in the terminal and the central imit, using a signaling protocol supported by the 
terminal. \ 

1 1. (Original) The communications system of clainalO, characterized in that it is a multiple 
access network in which the physical connection (111) between the central unit and the terminals 
is one of the following: cable, optical fiber, combination orfchose, satellite link, terrestrial radio 
link, Local Multipoint Distribution connection, IVlicrowave lVmJtipoint Distribution System 



